Knowing and worshipping God and sharing His love

’ St Nick’s, Allestree
& St Paul’s, Quarndon

November 2024

An opening letter by Rev’d Lee Martin

What a blessing it is to be able to remember things.

Nowadays | find | have to write things down, then | forget
where | have put my list! — oh dear! a sign of old age
creeping on. We have a close relative suffering from
dementia and it’s so sad to see his deterioration, a sharp
and active mind steadily fading.

| always think of November as the month of remembering,
do you remember the little rhyme, “Remember, remember
the fifth of November, gunpowder, treason and plot™?
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But I'd like to begin by remembering “Reformation Day”
which falls on October 31st.It honours Martin Luther who
posted his 95 Theses on the Castle Church doors in
Wittenberg, Germany, on October 31st, 1517, which sparked
the Reformation. Key tenets of Luther’s theology have
shaped Protestant Christianity since the 16th century.




They include his insistence on the Bible, the Word of God,
as the only source of religious authority, teaching known

as sola Scriptura; his emphasis on the centrality of grace by
faith alone as the means of salvation; and his understanding
of the church as a community of the faithful—a priesthood of
all believers—rather than as a hierarchical structure with a
prominent division between clergy and laity.

As Halloween has gained popularity, it has overshadowed
Reformation Day to the point where few have even heard of
it, whereas Halloween has become the biggest annual
celebration after Christmas and Easter — much to the joy of
the retail trade. Churches hold special “Light parties” for
children whose parents do not want them trick or treating,
wearing scary costumes and masks, or practising negative
behaviour at Halloween.

Locally Allestree Lane has become a focus for trick and
treating with people visiting from other areas of the city,
some see this as harmless fun, others do not. Groups of
twenty or more can arrive at a door. This can be intimidating
to the elderly or disabled. Also last year it was quite
dangerous driving down the lane as small children were not
as careful about traffic safety and were walking on the road.

Please keep safe and respect the general ‘
rule that if a home is happy for you to visit,

they will leave a visible sign like a lighted

pumpkin outside the door otherwise please

don’t knock.




1st November All Saints' Day we

remember and honour all the LEG EN D S
saints recognized by the church. of the
Recently | came across a book by IMPRO BABLE
Reverend Richard Coles called SAINTS
“Lives of the Improbable Saints”. | :
couldn’t quite believe it as | read
page after page of shall we call
them — lesser-known saints, like St
Drogo who apparently is the
Patron Saint of coffee. Yes, |

googled it to make sure it is true, oo Y
and it is! Illustrated by Ted Harrison

Creators of Lives of the Improbable Saints

The little book is informative and fun; the saints’ lives are
reduced to just a single page, but | found myself wanting to
search out more information about them as | realised just
how little | know about these people who have devoted their
lives to defending the Gospel and should not be forgotten.

2" November All Souls Day is devoted to remembering our
own loved ones who have gone before us into heaven. At
special services, as well as their names being read, candles
are often lit in their memory. In other countries families meet
to remember their loved ones and, in the evening visit their
graves leaving lighted candles — “light shining in the
darkness.” This year our service is being held at St
Edmunds church at 3pm on 3™ November do please come
along.




Last, but absolutely not least, Remembrance Sunday is our
national opportunity to remember the service and sacrifice
of all those that have defended our freedoms and protected
our way of life. We remember the Armed Forces, and their
families, from Britain and the Commonwealth, the vital role
played by the emergency services and those who have lost
their lives as a result of conflict or terrorism.

As we journey towards the end of another year, we will all
have made more memories, but November gives us oppor-
tunities to remember, honour, and celebrate those from the
past.

To end | would like to give thanks for the precious gift of
memory, to pray for those whose memory is fading, and for
the Hardy Group who meet at St Nicks every second and
fourth Wednesday of the month from 1-3.30pm to support
sufferers of dementia and their carers, by providing them
with vital social contact and light-hearted fun.

Rev Lee

St Edmunds All Souls service 3rd November @ 3pm




Licensing of Cathie Watson

The licensing of Cathie Watson was held at the

clergy conference in October. Cathie was licensed by
Bishop Malcolm. Cathie, Aidan and Family will be joining us
in January as Cathie completes her curacy here with Rev’d

Sarah.
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Learning a new language!

Signs of God held a workshop recently at St. Giles Church,
Village Street, Mickleover on Saturday, 215 September
2024. Ateam of five tutors, Deaf and hearing, working on
the theme of ‘Good News’, taught British Sign Language
(BSL) through storytelling, songs and participated in worship
at the end of the day.

There were 35 participants, from total beginners to
registered, trained interpreters and they all said what fun
they had on that day, everyone going away having learnt
something new!

Signs of God are often asked to go to Churches to send a
team to set up workshops. The next one we are going to is
St. Paul’s Church, Chippenham and the theme is to be
‘Welcome’. This time the team is to
include a Deaf/Blind trainer.

We have also been asked to do a
workshop in York, on

Saturday, 23" November, 2024 and
we have yet to be given the theme
they would like us to give our training
on.




Several reasons why | wanted to share this with you all, is
that | am hoping to see more opportunities within our parish
to have small, friendly get-togethers. My friend, Janice, has
offered, during her time at St. Nicholas, to teach some very
basic, fun signs when she is with us after Church services
whilst we have our refreshments! Janice and | could even
arrange more fun sessions as well as guide you onto
courses that are set up in and around Derby if you wish to
gain qualifications.

For your information, the Government passed a law in 2022
that GCSE BSL can be part of the school curriculum, this
being really wonderful news, however, it will be some time
before this is in place. Janice and | are delighted with

this - our children will now have the opportunity to learn
BSL alongside spoken languages such as French, Spanish
or other foreign languages.

Do give it go, learn a few signs, learn a new language and
have fun with me and Janice!

BRITISH SIGN LANGUAGE - FINGERSPELLING
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* british-sign.couk  LEARN BRITISH SIGN LANGUAGE ONLINE
AT WWW.BRITISH-SIGN.CO.UK




The Northern Lights

Last month Rev’'d Sarah was lucky enough to
have a clear night to view the Northern lights over
St Nicks Church and took a few pictures to
document the occasion (see below).

If you have an images of the lights over St Nicks
or St Pauls please share on our facebook pages
for everyone to enjoy. Thank you







All Souls Service

St Edmunds are hosting a bereavement service @ 3pm on
the 3rd November.

All are welcome to attend this special
service to remember those we have lost
this year. Our thoughts and prayers are
with all those struggling with loss at this
time.

God bless you all.

The Children's Society and Christmas

This year there will be no Christingle Service at St Nicholas
Church. Instead, we will be joining with the other 3 Anglican
Churches for a service at St Edmund's Church on Sunday
December 15" December at 4pm. | hope as many as
possible will be there. On Sunday December 1% the
collection at St Nicholas will be sent to the Children's
Society.

We are having a mini for minis Christingle at Play and Praise
on Tuesday December 10".

For people who have a Children's Society Box, | will be
emptying them before Christmas if you could let me have

your box, please.
o
Thank you % Eﬂf

Helen |
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St Pauls Church

REMEMBRANCE DAY

it o gty

Special services this
month to remember
those who sacrificed
everything for us all.

All welcome to attend
either service.

NOVEMBER 10TH @ 10AM

RIEMEMBRANCE
SIERVICE.

St Nicks Church
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Prayer Themes

Throughout September, October and November, St Nicks
will be following a 24/7 prayer series.

Therefore the readings used during the services will be
following ‘Themes’ from this https://prayercourse.org/home/

and will differ from the traditional Lectionary.

During November the Themes will be:

Sunday 3rd Listening 1 Samuel 3:1-10
November
Sunday 24th | Contemplation | Psalm 19
November Psalm 62
Psalm 46
1 Thessalonians 5
Matthew 6:6
Isaiah 6
Psalm 1

how to pray

PETE GREIG

For more information please speak to Reverend Sarah.

NB. Not all readings may be used each week.

‘How to Pray’ by Pete
Greig an excellent
accompaniment to the
series.

Available: From
Amazon (Kindle edition
too) and Eden.co.uk
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Extra Worship opportunities

Fancy a mid-week communion service? Or an early evening
service?

St Edmunds, Allestree have a Communion service 10am
every Wednesday.

The Evening Service (Evensong) at 6 pm on a Sunday
alternates between St Edmunds and St Matthews, Darley
Abbey, and always follows the Book of Common Prayer.

This months 6pm services are:

Sunday 3rd St Matts, Evensong led by Melonie
November Hambly

Sunday 10th |St Eds, Choral Evensong led by the Choir
November

Sunday 17th | St Eds, Patronal Choral Evensong led by
November Rachael Brooks

Sunday 24th |St Eds, Choral Evensong led by Clive
November Lemmon

https://www.stedsandstmatts.co.uk/diary—for more
information on upcoming services.
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What can | do today?

Often this is a question that can come up so we thought it
would be helpful to share some of the wonderful groups who
use St Nicks hall on a regular basis that you could join or
could try out.

This month why not try:
The Hardy Group

The Hardy Group is a thriving group of people living with
dementia, current and past carers who through their own
experiences support each other along their journey with
dementia.

We meet from 1pm - 3.30pm every 2nd and 4th Wednesday
of the month at St Nicholas's church.

If you like us, we ask for a membership fee of £5 per year
Knit and Knatter

Meetings are held in the Church Hall on the 1st, 3rd, and
where there is a 5th Wednesday of the month, 2-3:30pm.

Come and join us for tea, biscuits, and chat. We knit for a
variety of charities or personal projects.

Membership fee £5 each quarter, then £1 per session.
Contact Sandra on 557114

Zenfithess

Tai chi class is run every Friday from 2-3pm.

My contact number is 0789 630 9819. Or email
info@zenfitness.co.uk for more information.
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St Nicholas Players

We’re a community-based group who have been performing
amateur pantomime in Derby since 1964. The success of
our shows allows us to make annual donations to local
charities that work with children and young people. Our next
pantomime is The Snow Queen (24/25 Jan, 31 Jan/1 Feb
and 7/8 Feb 2025). For further information: email:
stnicholasplayers@gmail.com www
www.stnicholoaspanto.org social (4) Facebook

Gongs by Julia

My name is Julia, | run monthly Community Gong Baths at
St Nicks and have been lucky enough to do so for several
years now.

The first Sunday of every month.

Arrival from 5.30pm for a 6pm start. Website for information
& booking tickets: Www.gongsbyijulia.co.uk

Dance Classes

Ballet classes run every Saturday 9 until 10 in the Choir
Vestry

Come dance with us and experience the joy of ballet, no
matter your skill level!

Unleash Your Inner Mover

Join us for a transformative movement class where you'll
explore choreographic techniques and improvisation, both
solo and with others.

Every Tuesday 7.30-8.30 in the Choir Vestry.
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Venue for hire

Looking for a venue for an upcoming
event? Why not choose St Nicks? We
have a variety of rooms available to
hire for a single event or a regular
class/session. We currently host a
range of activities from art classes, to
dance groups, Karate and local history
groups.

2.« . If you are looking for an excellent space for a

1}‘ birthday celebration our hall has a 220 person

= @ capacity and up to, 12ft x 12ft, bouncy castles
can be accommodated for.

Alternatively, if you are looking for
amazing acoustics, our Church can
host 240 people making it an ideal
setting for music concerts or choirs.

For smaller groups we have rooms
available for up to 40 people with
access to small kitchens perfect for making refreshments.

For more details, to ask about availability or to arrange a
visit please contact our church administrator:
stnicksallestree@outlook.com
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'Venue for Hire

Ideal venue for children’s birthday parties,
dance classes, music ensembles or local
community groups. For more details contact:
hallstpauls@outlook.com or 07973702002
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Quarndon
Pre-Schoo

2 YEAR OLD FUNDING PLACES
AVAILABLE

Have you checked to see if your child is eligible for 2 year old
funding ?

We are now accepting applications, Please contact Dawn for
more information.

Please note: Additional costs for extras such as consumables and non-funded
hours are chargeable. Funded only sessions will have a set consumables
charge applied

01332 556611 / 07708906743
quarndonpre-school@hotmail.co.uk

https://quarndonpreschool.org/index f




Play n Praise

Would you like to help out at the very successful Play n
Praise which is for preschoolers and their adults @ St Nicks
on a Tuesday morning (term time only).

We are looking to set up a team of volunteers on a rota. You
would not be required every week, but every 4-6 weeks.

If you would like to know more, why not pop along on a
Tuesday 9.30-11am and meet the current team and families
who attend? Coffee and cake available.

Online donations @ St Nicks

We have a QR code for online giving
for those tech savvy people amongst
us who feel more comfortable giving in
this way.

Thank you.
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Church Prayer @ St Nick’s

Pre-church prayer takes place in the chapel from 9.30am

to 9.45am on a Sunday morning. We pray for the service to
follow and anything else the Holy Spirit prompts us to bring
to our Father.

Church prayer will be held in the Chapel

The next meeting will be Wednesday 27th November
7.30 - 8.30pm.

Contact Graham if you are interested
in joining us in prayer. &

NB: There will be no prayer meeting in
December

St Nick’s Prayer Circle

St Nick’s have a prayer circle as part of their pastoral care
set up. For those unfamiliar with the practice, it is simply a
circle of people who are committed to phone along a chain
when people request prayer, or a situation arises that needs
communicating and praying for. You can rest assured that
you are being covered in prayer when you approach
someone who is on the contact list.
If you would like to be added to the prayer circle,
please get in touch with the church office.
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Pastoral Care Update.

Are you going through a difficult time at the moment and
would like some emotional, spiritual or physical help? Then
please let Clare Stacey know.

For various understandable reasons, many people find it
difficult to reach out and ask for help but if you are aware of
anyone who is struggling at the moment, please let us know.
It could include for example, help with shopping, a home visit
or merely a friendly chat on the phone. If we don’t know, then
it's difficult to help.

We are part of your church family and have been DBS
checked and have completed the Diocesan Safe Guarding

Training. - =

Prayer Requests:

Please pray for:-

e For those that are unwell and unable to get out at this time.

e Plans for a new Youth and Children's team leader and the right
candidate.

e Church vision and the plans for the church café.
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Coffee & Chat @ St Nick’s
A reminder that Coffee & Chat takes |

place every 2nd and 4th Friday of ¥ '} | ¢ -
the month, in the Church Room, NG | § 4
10:30am -12noon. All are welcome ” )
to join in and enjoy this lovely social, | = =
which is much appreciated after a o l\v
time of not being able to gather. ﬂ

St Nick’s Pub Lunches
Join us after church for a pub lunch social once a month.

12 noon @ The Markeaton pub. )
Future dates: LETS PO
10th November & 15th December .E{“ﬁ“i

Please speak to Christine Penny for more info.
All are welcome!

Knit & Natter @ St Nick’s

Meetings are held in the Church Hall on the
1st, 3rd, and where there i IS a38th Wednesday of the month,
pm.

Membership fee £5 each quarter, then £1 per session.
Contact Sandra on 557114
Come and join us for tea, biscuits, and chat.

Please get in touch if you’d like to organise a Baptism at
St Nick’s or St Paul’s, or would like to get married or
celebrate a special anniversary with the renewal of
wedding vows.

22



Polite notice to St Nick’s congregation, hall hirers and visitors.

Please could everyone be mindful when parking on the roads
surrounding St Nick’s and be considerate to residents. In particular
ensure we are not parking across driveways and allow residents space
to reverse in and out of their drives.

Thank you all as always for your support and kindness.

Newsletter Information - Deadline!

Please be aware that the deadline for any news you’d like to be included in
the next Newsletter is always the 20th of the month before.

Children’s, Youth & Families Worker: Vacancy
Email: stnickschildrensworker@gmail.com
Mobile : 07472 664287
Office Email: stnicksallestree@outlook.com
Websites: www.achurchnearyou.com/St-Paul-Quarndon
www.achurchnearyou.com/St-Nicholas-Allestree.

www.stnicksallestree.uk
Office Hours: Monday 9.00-3.00 Tuesday 9.00-3.00 Wednesday 9.00-11.00
and Friday 9.00-3.00

e

Handy Contacts for both churches: — >
Church Office Emma Patterson  Contact: 01332 550431,  Contact U @
St Nick’s /
Church Warden: Paul Taylor Contact: 01332 556020

Safeguarding Lead: Miriam Chappell Contact: psostnicks@outlook.com
Telephone: 07448607129
Licensed Lay Minister (Reader) Phil Moncur and Bruce Innis

St Paul’s

Church Warden: Mike Annable Contact: wardenstpauls@outlook.com
Safeguarding Lead: Mary Pitt

Contact: psostpauls@outlook.com

or Diocesan Safeguarding Team: 01332 388678

Church Hall Bookings: Val Annable Contact: hallstpauls@outlook.com
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Upcoming Services — November

n g

Dates/Services Readings

Sunday 3rd November

St Nicks: 10am I|Rrfayem| TLNesTigemii g

St ®aul0Oam Holy ¢Bewmehabbpan 21:1

John 44 : 32

Sunday 10t h November

St @ickOam RememihHabcewgpsldv2ée

St ®aull0Oam RememhMahkelostdvice

Sunday 17t h November

St Ni cks: l10am MgHebngw&rdad 42 3

St ®aullO0Oam Holy ChamkmLiadanl

Sunday 24t h November

St @ickOam Bible |Btagyer Theme:
3pm Holy Comm@én©O&mpl at on

St @aullOam Morni nNgeVPERLBENL: 4b

John -3A8B: 33

NB; See article in newsletter

Prayer Themes

for more information on

@ St Nicks

"* Saint Nicks
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